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THE    FATHER   AND   THE   SON 

By  President  J.   REUBEN  CLARK,  Jr.  First  Counsellor  in  the  First  Presidency. 


(Delivered  over  Radio  Station  KSL  on  the  Church 

Sunday     Evening     Hour,     from     the     Tabernacle 

Temple  Square,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  February  8th, 

1948.) 

FRIENDS  of  the  air: 
Last  week  we  spoke  of  tlie  personality 
of  God,  and  read  liis  declaration  that  he 
made  man  in  his  own  image  and  Hkeness, 
that  Jesus  was  in  the  likeness  of  the 
Father,  that  he  who  had  seen  Jesus  had 
seen  the  Father. 

We  may  tonight  profitably  dwell  for  a 
moment  or  two  on  the  divinely  tender 
relationship  between  Father  and  Son,  a 
relationship,  as  told  to  us  by  Jesus  himself, 
that  is  not  conformable  to  a  being  on  the 
one  side  that  is  an  innnense  spiritual 
essence,  nebulous,  unformed,  without  body, 
parts,  and  passions,  and  to  a  being  on  the 
other  side  with  a  living,  vibrant,  dynamic 
personality  with  body,  parts  and  passions, 
with  a  mission  to  carry  out  and  in  truth 
fulfilling  it. 

From  the  moment  when,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Jordan,  he  directed  John  to  baptize  him 
to  fulfill  all  righteousness,  and  the  Father 
in  voice  from  heaven  declared,  as  the  Holy 
Ghost  descended  upon  the  head  of  the  Son, 
"This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am 
well  pleased",  (Matt-  3:  13-17;  Mark  i: 
Q-Ti  ;  Luke  3:  21-23),  until  on  the  cross, 
expiring,  the  Son  cried  out,  "Father,  into 


Thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit",  (Luke 
23  :  46),  Jesus  went  forward  in  an  intimate 
relationship  with  the  Father  that  was  based 
upon  the  fact  that  the  Father,  like  the  Son, 
was  a  personal  being.  The  Son's  actions, 
his  teachings,  his  prayers,  permit  no  other 
reasonable  explanation. 

In  his  great  sermon  to  the  Pharisees  in 
the  Treasury  to  the  Temple,  Jesus  declared  : 

"I  am  not  alone,  but  I  and  the  Father 
that  sent  me  ...  if  ye  had  known  me,  ye 
should  have  known  my  Father  also  ...  I 
speak  to  the  world  those  things  which  I 
have  heard  of  him  ...  as  my  Father  hath 
taught  me,  I  speak  these  things  ...  for  I 
do  always  those  things  that  please  him." 
(John  8:   16,    19,   26,  28=29). 

Later  to  the  Jews  in  the  Temple,  he 
affirmed  that  he  came  not  of  himself,  but 
that  God  sent  him,  that  he  spoke  that 
which  he  had  seen  with  his  Father  and 
concluded  with  his  declaration  of  jNIessiah- 
ship  : 

"Before   Abraham   was,    I    am."     (John 

8:  38,  42,  58). 

As  the  evening  in  the  Passover  Chamber 
drew  to  a  close,  he  declared  to  the  Apostles  : 

"I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life: 

no  man   cometh   unto  the    Father,  but    by 

me  ...  he  that  hath  seen  me  hath  seen  the 

Father;  and  how  sayest  thou  then,   Shew 

(Continued  on  page  60.) 
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TITHING 

By  SISTER  EDITH  WIID. 


THE  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver 
Cowdery,  on  the  29th  of  November, 
1834,  entered  into  covenant  with  the  Lord, 
as  follows  : 

"That  if  the  Lord  will  prosper  us  in 
our  business  and  open  the  way  before  us 
that  we  may  obtain  means  to  pay  our 
debts,  that  we  be  not  troubled  nor  brought 
into  disrepute  before  the  world,  nor  His 
people :  after  that,  of  all  He  shall  give 
unto  us,  we  will  give  a  tenth  to  be 
bestowed  upon  the  poor  in  His  Church  or 
as  He  shall  command ;  and  that  we  will 
be  faithful  over  that  which  He  has 
entrusted  to  our  care;  that  we  may  obtain 
much ;  and  that  our  children  after  us  shall 
remember  to  observe  this  sacred  and  holy 
covenant ;  and  that  our  children,  and  our 
children's  children  may  know  of  the  same, 
we  have  subscribed  our  names  with  our 
own  hands."  (History  of  the  Church, 
Vol.  II,  page  175.) 

When  I  first  came  to  the  Mormon 
Church,  I  knew  nothing  of  their  Gospel 
or  teachings.     But  as  the  years  went  on 


and  the  Gospel  truths  became  known  to 
me,  I  not  only  realised  its  truthfulness, 
but  the  absolute  necessity  of  living  the 
principles  and  teachings  of  the  Church, 
and  not  least  among  them  was  the  law 
of  tithing. 

This  commandment  is  not  easily  lived 
unless  fully  understood. 

Brigham  Young  has  said :  "We  do  not 
ask  anybody  to  pay  tithing  unless  they 
are  disposed  to  do  so;  but  if  you  pretend 
to  pay  tithing,  pay  it  like  honest  men." 

And  that's  how  I  felt.  I  wanted  to  do 
it  honestly,  sincerely  and  freely  be.causc 
I  believed  in  it.  It  has  not  been  easy ; 
times  have  been  when  I  could  use  the  tenth 
more  than  the  Lord,  but  always  the  way 
has  been  opened  and  I  have  been  blessed 
in  such  countless  ways  through  my 
obedience  to  this  law,  that  I  cannot  hope 
to  tell  it  all  here. 

But  I  attribute  my  very  good  health, 
success  and  service  in  the  Church  and  the 
ability  to  keep  out  of  debt  to  being  a  full 
and  free  tithe-payer. 


What  the  Church  Means  to  Me 


By  BRUNO  CANTER. 


Talk  given  at  Morning  Session  of  Conference  held 
at  Ramah.  April  25th,  1948. 

I  HAVE  been  asked  to  speak  on  "What 
■  The  Church  Means  to  Me''.  It  means 
everything  in  the  world  to  me.  My  mem- 
bership means  that  I  am  a  member  of  the 
most  wonderful  organisation  in  the  world. 
It  is  a  membership  in  the  Kingdom  of  God 
on  earth.  An  organisation  that  will  help 
and  encourage  me  throughout  my  life. 

Through  my  Church  I  learn  to  obey  the 
commandments  of  my  Father  in  Heaven 
and  thereby  live  a  life  of  happiness  and 
joy  which  nothing  else  on  earth  could  give 
me.  The  Church  also  helps  me  to  under- 
stand   my    fellow    human    beings,    to    love 


them,  and  thereby  establish  a  condition  of 
peace,  love,  and  harmony  about  me.  It 
teaches  me  a  healthful  way  to  live.  It 
teaches  me  to  take  an  interest  in  everything 
that  is  clean  and  uplifting.  I  also  learn 
how  to  co-operate  with  others  and  how  to 
adapt  myself  to  varying  conditions  cheer- 
fully. 

Its  teachings  banish  fear  and  enables  me 
to  look  forward  to  the  future  with  confi- 
dence, because  as  long  as  I  remain  on  the 
side  of  God,  I  shall  have  His  spirit  to  guide 
and  direct  me.  There  can  be  nothing  more 
precious  for  it  is  the  way  to  life  eternal. 
It  has  given  me  an  understanding  of  what 
if'ontiuued  on  page  57.) 
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What  the  Gospel  Means  to  Me 

By  SISTKK  JKANKTTK  COWDERY. 


Talk  given  at  Morning  Session  of  Conference  held 
at  Ramah,  April  15th.  1948. 

I  AM  very  grateful  for  the  wonderful 
'  opportunity  of  being  here  today  and  of 
the  privilege  of  expressing  my  thoughts  to 
you.  I  thank  my  Father  in  Heaven  for  the 
blessing  He  has  bestowed  upon  me  in 
belonging  to  His  Church  which  was 
restored  again  in  these,  the  latter  days. 

Our  conference  theme  is,  "What  The 
Gospel  Means  To  Me."  I  think  it  is  a 
wonderful  theme  because  it  gives  we  who 
have  to  speak,  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
our  feelings.  First  of  all,  this  Gospel  gives 
me  something  to  really  live  for.  For 
instance,  we  have  the  Word  of  Wisdom 
which  teaches  me  to  live  a  pure,  clean, 
and  healthy  life.  I  know  that  my  body  is 
a  Temple  of  God  and  if  I  partake  of  that 
which  is  forbidden,  the  spirit  of  God  will 
withdraw  from  me. 

We  are  taught  that  the  Spirit  of  God  will 
not  dwell  in  an  unclean  tabernacle. 
Besides  this,  my  health  is  improved  due  to 
not  smoking  and  drinking  and  by  not  par- 
taking of  the  poisons  which  exist  in  tea  and 
coffee.  I  am  assured  of  better  digestion 
and  general  health.  It  is  a  known  fact 
that  alcohol  and  tobacco  contain  drugs 
which  are  harmful  to  the  body.  Thus  by 
living  the  Word  of  Wisdom  we  are  much 
better  off  in  every  respect. 

Next,  we  have  the  law  of  Tithing.  This 
teaches  us  not  to  be  selfish  but  to  give  unto 
the  Lord  that  which  is  the  Lord's.  Jesus 
said,  "It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive."  In  this  manner  we  are  taught 
to  be  grateful  for  what  the  Lord  gives  us 
in  our  daily  lives.  We  are  asked  to  give 
only  one  tenth  of  our  earnings  to  His 
Church,  which  is  very  small  compared  with 
all  the  blessings  we  receive  from  him.  By 
giving  our  share  for  the  work  of  God,  we 


make  it  possible  to  spread  the  Gospel 
further  and  so  do  good  to  others  who  may 
come  to  our  Church  to  hear  the  word  of 
God. 

Another  ordinance  which  our  Church 
teaches,  is  the  holding  of  the  Priesthood. 
Any  member  of  the  Church  can  study  and 
become  worthy  of  this  blessing,  which 
gives  us  direct  contact  with  the  Lord. 
This  wonderful  gift  enables  one  to  act  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  and  to  lay  hands  upon 
the  sick  and  afflicted.  It  is  one  of  the 
choicest  gifts  from  our  Father  in  Heaven 
and  should  be  the  aim  and  prayer  of  every 
member  of  the  Church.  As  we  all  know, 
'the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  is  the  only  one  who  can  receive  this 
heavenly  gift.  There  again  you  can  see 
how  wonderful  it  is  to  be  a  member  of  this 
Church. 

We  also  Baptise  our  members  by  immer- 
sion, which  is  the  correct  method  as 
practised  by  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  when  he  was  upon  this  earth.  What 
a  glorious  feeling  and  sense  of  security 
this  gives  one. 

If  we  live  the  word  of  God  thereafter 
we  have  nothing  to  fear.  We  will  never 
want,  as  the  Lord  takes  us  into  his  care 
and  keeping  which  is  the  greatest  thing 
any  person  on  earth  can  wish  for. 

I  hope  and  pray  that  I  have  said  some- 
thing that  will  help  strengthen  your  testi- 
mony. I  pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless 
each  and  every  one  of  us.  That  we  may 
live  this  glorious  Gospel  to  the  very  best  of 
our  ability,  and  that  we  may  be  a  shining 
light  to  each  person  we  come  into  contact 
with,  and  I  do  it  in  the  name  of  our  Lord, 
Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 


HISTORIAN'S  OFFICE 
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What  the  Church  Means  to  Me 

By  SISTKR  EILKKN  VAN  vSTADEN. 


Talk  given  at  Morning  Session  of  Conference  held 
at  Ramah.  April  25th,   1948. 

I     AM   so   very  /  glad   and    I    know    I    am 

■     greatly   priviledged   to   be   able   to   say 

truthfully  and  gratefully  what  the  Church 

of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  and  its 

teachings  mean  to  me. 

Just  a  little  more  than  two  years  ago, 
I  was  baptized  into  the  Churcli  of  Jesus 
Christ.  On  the  day  I  was  baptized  and 
had  the  hands  of  the  Elders,  holding  the 
power  of  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood,  laid 
on  my  head  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
I  knew  a  great  change  in  me.  At  the  time 
I  had  a  wonderful  feeling  of  elation. 

I  do  believe  that  I  was  baptized  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost, 
being  three  separate  persons,  one  in 
thought,  power  and  glory;  that  my  sins 
were  forgiven  me ;  and  that  I  have  the  pro- 
mise of  entering  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven,  through  my  faith  and  belief  in 
Christ,  if  I  but  sincerely  trj'  and  do  mj^  best 
to  keep  the  commandments  of  God.  Thus 
my  feeling  of  freedom  and  a  realization  to 
be  determined  to  do  my  utmost  in  order  to 
retain  the  great  joy  and  peace  that  came  to 
me  and  is  mine  today. 

This  lasting  and  quiet  happiness  no  man 
can  take  away,  because  I  know  God  exists 
eternally,  with  unchanging  love  for  me  and 
all  His  Children ;  that  His  Son,  Jesus,  has 
been  born,  crucified  and  resurrected  and 
ascended  into  heaven  to  sit  on  the  right 
hand  of  God,  the  Father,  and  was  given  all 
power  in  heaven  and  earth ;  that  He  is  my 
Saviour  and  Judge ;  and  that  I  may  eat  in 
remembrance  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the 
Son  to  renew  my  covenant  and  strengthen 
me  spiritually. 

It  makes  me  happy  to  know  that  this 
gospel  will  never  be  taken  away  from  the 
earth  again,  but,  instead,  will  be  spread 
throughout  the  whole  world  in  time  to 
come. 

I  know  without  a  doubt  that  the  gift  of 
the   Holy   Ghost   has   been   added    to   me. 


My  conscience  has  become  more  sensitive 
in  seeing  and  understanding  what  is  right 
and  what  is  wrong.  I  have  a  more  tolerant 
and  tender  feeling  towards  my  fellowmen, 
a  thankful  and  humble  heart  for  all  the 
beauty,  promise  and  hope  in  life  and  nature. 
All  this  and  much  more  I  owe  to  my 
Church  for  having  the  divine  authority  to 
bestow  upon  me  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which  is  a  constant  guide  and  comfort  in 
my  dail)^  life. 

There  have  been  times  when  I  have  taken 
no  heed  to  that  inward  voice,  and  what 
sorrow  and  regret  has  followed.  But  know- 
ing I  cannot  go  along  without  the  light 
and  help  of  my  Heavenly  Father,  I  have 
never  been  afraid  to  ask  for  His  forgiveness 
so  that  I  may  start  out  anew.  My  prayer 
is  always  that  I  may  encourage  and 
strengthen  the  presence  of  this  most 
treasured  gift,  which  passes  all  human 
understanding. 

Because  I  know  that  God  is,  I  appreciate 
the  great  value  of  prayer.  I  know  it  has 
brought  me  closer  to  God.  When  dis- 
couraged and  weary  in  body  and  spirit, 
prayer  his  refreshed  and  strengthened  me 
to  begin  again  my  way  in  life  rejoicing  in 
the  faith  that  my  words  are  heard  by  God. 
There  is  a  fellowship,  love  and  security 
that  only  prayer  can  reward  to  them  that 
earnestly  pray. 

I  thank  my  Father  in  Heaven  with  all 
my  being  for  my  husband,  two  little  girls 
and  my  home.  We  realize  our  great 
responsibility  in  teaching  and  being 
examples  for  our  children.  I  know  that 
because  we  ask  our  Lord  to  help  us,  we 
shall  not  find  it  such  a  difficult  task.  I 
humbly  pray  that  they  may  grow  up  with 
strong  testimonies  as  to  the  truth  of  this 
Church  and  the  gospel. 

I  am  greatly  blessed  with  the  ability  to 

perceive  these  eternal  truths,  that  my  mind 

is  enlightened  to  grasp  the  principles  and 

teachings  of  this  most  favoured  organiza- 

(Contiuued  on  page  59.) 
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Elder  and  Sister  Poulter. 


CROM  November,  1940,  to  October  i6th, 
'  1946,  the  South  African  Mission  was 
without  the  missionaries.  It  was  a  joyful 
history-making  occasion  when  we  were 
privileged  to  welcome  the  Elders  back  to 
this  goodly  land.  One  of  the  first  five  to 
come  was  Elder  William  I.  Poulter. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival  and  in  company 
with  Elder  Berlin  a  tour  of  the  mission  was 
made  by  car  with  President  and  Sister 
Sharp  and  Ea  June.  This  was  a  most  in- 
teresting month's  visit  throughout  the 
Union. 

Elder  Poulter  was  first  appointed  to  the 
Cape  District  and  laboured  most  of  his  Mis- 
sion at  Cumorah.  His  first  assignment  was 
that  of  Supervising  Elder. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  First  Presi- 
dency on  August  15th,  1947,  he  and 
Brother  Thomas  Y.  Wilson  were  set  apart 
by  President  June  B.  Sharp  as  first  and 
second  counsellors  respectively  in  the  Mis- 


sion  Presidency,    a   responsibility   he   held 
until  his  release  as  a  missionary. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  events  of  his 
missionary  career  was  the  arrival  of  his 
wife,  Catherine  C.  Poulter,  in  Cape  Town, 
October  ist,  1947.  Thereafter  they  de- 
voted their  combined  efforts  to  spreading 
the  message  of  the  restored  Gospel  to  the 
people  of  this  land.  The  last  two  months 
of  their  missionary  work  was  in  Paarl 
where  they  made  many  interesting  contacts 
and  friends. 

Midst  a  host  of  friends  their  final  good- 
byes were  said.  A  quartet  of  missionaries 
sang  several  hymns  and  the  entire  group 
joined  in  popular  and  favourite  missionary 
songs. 

We  join  with  their  many  friends  in  wish- 
ing them  a  happy  pleasant  vovage  and 
much  success  throughout  their  lives  in 
Zion. 
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MISSION     NEWS 


/^N  May  i6th  the  s.s.  "vSelma  Victory" 
^^  sailed  into  Cape  Town  bringing  Elders 
J.  Errol  Niven,  Dell  P.  High  am,  Stewart 
H.  Parker,  George  W.  Quick,  and  J.  Clyde 
Goodman.  We  are  happy  to  welcome  these 
new  Missionaries  into  this  part  of  the 
Lord's  vineyard  and  wish  them  success  and 
happiness  in  their  work. 

From  East  London  comes  news  of  the 
marriage  of  Sister  Stella  Jubber,  daughter 
of  Sister  Maude  Jubber,  and  Brother 
Donald  M.  Crane,  son  of  Mrs.  D.  Crane 
of  Adelaide,  Australia.  The  ceremony 
was  solemnized  in  the  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church  on  Saturday,  April  17th.  Follow- 
ing the  ceremony  a  lovely  reception  was 
given  in  honour  of  the  young  couple  in 
the  Cambridge  Town  Hall.  They  are 
making  their  home  in  Northern  Rhodesia. 
We  extend  our  congratulations  and  best 
wishes  to  them  and  pray  the  blessings  of 
the  Lord  will  accompany  them  always. 
Elder  C.  LaVar  Rock  wood,  who  has 
laboured  in  Mowbray  during  the  past 
three  months,  is  now  labouring  in  East 
London  as  companion  to  Elder  Merlin  H. 
Workman.  Elder  Allen  C.  Rozsa  has  been 
transferred  from  Boksburg  in  the  Transvaal 
to  East  London.  He  and  Elder  Leonard 
K.  Roberts  are  labouring  together  in  the 
Berea  District. 

President  June  B.  Sharp,  Mr.  A.  P. 
Fourie  of  Mowbray,  Elder  LeRoy  R. 
Stevens,  and  Elder  Robert  G.  Hyer  were 
in  Port  Elizabeth  on  Tuesday,  May  i8th. 
They  looked  at  a  large  house  that  is  for  sale 
and  considered  the  possibilities  of  purchas- 
ing it  and  having  it  remodeled  into  a  chapel 
for  the  Port  Ehzabeth  Branch.  Elder  Jule 
C.  Perry,  who  has  been  labouring  in  Port 
Elizabeth  for  the  past  nine  months  has  been 
transferred  to  Cumorah.  In  his  stead, 
Elder  George  W.  Quick  has  been  assigned 
as  companion  to  Elder  Asa  T.  White. 

The  Durban  Branch  held  a  baptism  ser- 
vice on  Saturday,  May  ist  for  Doctor 
Archibald  John  Bennee  and  his  wife  Doreen 
Wj'nsom.  We  congratulate  these  new 
members  and  welcome  them  into  the  Dur- 


ban Branch.  Brother  Melverton  Jakins 
enjoyed  a  holiday  in  Springs  where  he 
visited  friends  and  other  acquaintances. 

We  are  happy  to  learn  of  the  baptism  of 
Sister  Magdalena  Sophia  Smit  and  Sister 
Johanna  vSmit  Meyer  in  the  Pietermaritz- 
burg  Branch  on  April  nth.  We  extend 
our  congratulations  to  them.  Conference 
was  held  on  Wednesday,  April  21st  with 
President  June  B.  vSharp  ir  attendance. 
Elder  H.  Ronald  Wagstaff,  who  has  been 
labouring  in  Johannesburg,  is  now  labour- 
ing with  Elder  D.  Doy  Thackeray  in  Pieter- 
maritzburg.  Elder  Marriner  K.  Norr  has 
been  assigned  to  new  duties  at  Claremont, 
Cape,  with  Elder  Maurice  K.  Heaton. 

Ramah,  and  vicinity,  has  been  the  scene 
of  much  activity  during  recent  weeks.  A 
three-session-conference  was  held  on  Sun- 
day, April  25th  with  President  June  B. 
Sharp,  Sister  Ida  G.  Sharp  and  Lajune  in 
attendance.  A  splendid  day  of  spiritual 
feasting  was  enjoyed  by  all  Members  as 
well  as  Missionaries  responded  either  by 
speech  or  by  music.  While  at  Ramah, 
President  Sharp  officiated  at  a  wedding- 
ceremony  that  united  as  man  and  wife 
Brother  Casper  Ganter,  second  son  of 
Brother  and  Sister  George  Ganter,  and 
Miss  Joyce  Smith,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  L.  G.  Smith  of  Johannesburg.  We 
wish  this  new  couple  much  success  and 
happiness  during  the  years  ahead.  We 
also  extend  our  best  wishes  to  Brother 
John  A.  Matthews,  son  of  Brother  and 
vSister  John  J.  Matthews,  and  Doreen  Lom- 
bard who  have  taken  upon  themselves  the 
joyous  responsibilities  of  married  life.  The 
Transvaal  Missionaries  sponsored  a  basket- 
ball demonstration  in  the  Johannesburg 
City  Hall  on  Tuesday,  May  nth.  Mem- 
bers of  the  "Blue"  team  were  Elders  Bar- 
rett, Bradshaw,  Braithwaite,  Boede,  Wag- 
staff,  and  Wilding,  while  Elders  Scott, 
Paxman,  Rozsa,  Sharp,  Wride,  Jewkes, 
and  Wilkes  composed  the  "White"  team. 
About  400  people  were  in  attendance  and 
saw  the  "White"  team  win  3S-35.  A  few 
days   later,    on   an   outdoor  court,    another 
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exhibition  was  given.  The  same  "White" 
team  was  victorious.  From  seeing  these 
two  demonstrations,  many  people  in  that 
area  are  interested  in  learning  how  to  play 
the  game  of  basketball.  A  fine  spirit  is 
evident  at  Ramah  because  everyone  is  kept 
busy  with  religious  as  well  as  entertain- 
ment appointments.  Elder  J.  Paul  Jewkes 
now  has  Elder  Dell  P.  Higham  as  a  com- 
panion in  Malvern  and  in  Kensington 
Elder  J.  Errol  Niven  is  labouring  with 
Elder  Alvin  O.  Price.  Elder  Morris  D. 
Wilding  has  been  transferred  to  Boksburg. 
He  and  Elder  Fred  K.  Boede  are  working 
together, 

A  successful  Branch  Conference  was  held 
at  Springs  on  April  4th  in  commemoration 
of  the  organisation  of  the  Church  118  years 
ago.  All  sessions  were  well  attended  and 
a  fine  time  enjoyed  by  all.  A  total  of 
fourteen  Missionaries  attended,  the  largest 
number  of  Elders  to  assemble  for  confer- 
ence at  Springs.  Sister  Phyllis  Armstrong, 
Spring's  Primary  Mother,  has  returned 
from  an  enjoyable  holiday  at  East  London 
with  her  husband  and  children.  We  are 
happ3'  to  report  that  Sisters  Cora  and 
Maggie  Futter  have  successfully  recovered 
from  serious  operations. 

In  addition  to  conference  at  Ramah, 
President  Sharp  held  a  meeting  with  Mem- 
bers and  Missionaries  at  Pretoria,  Vereeni- 
ging,  Krugersdorp,  North- Western  Branch, 
Springs,  and  Benoni.  From  the  Transvaal, 
President  Sharp  and  family  visited  with 
Elders  Milton  V.  Backman  and  Cal  E.  Hill 
in  Bloemfontein.  A  meeting  was  held  with 
the  members  of  that  Branch.  They  visited 
with  Sisters  Grotique  and  Fouche  in  Kim- 
berley  before  returning  to  Cumorah  on 
Thursday,  May  13th.  This  completed  a 
six-week  tour  of  the  Mission.  The  Presi- 
dent stated  that  conditions  throughout  the 
Mission  were  above  expectation  and  that 
he  was  happy  over  the  improvements  and 
progress  the  various  Branches  and  Mission- 
aries are  making. 

Conference  was  held  at  Cumorah  on  May 
1 6th.  A  very  profitable  day  of  spiritual 
feasting  and  association  was  enjoyed  by  the 
large  number  who  attended.      During  the 


afternoon  a  baptismal  service  was  held. 
Haila  Goosen,  Brother  Peter  L.  Younghus- 
band,  and  vSister  Beatrice  Elizabeth  Smith 
were   baptised.      Congratulations. 

In  Goodwood,  twins,  a  son  and  a 
daughter,  were  born  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Alexander  Kallis  on  or  about  April  i6th. 
Our  congratulations  to  them.  At  Cumorah 
on  May  2nd  the  name  of  Jennifer  Ann 
vSlabber  was  given  to  the  infant  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Sister  Noel  Slabber  of  Bergvlei 
by  Elder  G.  PhiUip  Margetts.  Jennifer 
Ann  was  born  at  Cape  Town  on  February 
3rd.  Two  mothers  from  Epping  Garden 
Branch  were  especially  happy  on  Mothers' 
Day.  At  Cumorah  on  that  day  the 
daughter  of  Mr,  and  Sister  Chflford  F. 
Allen  was  given  the  name  of  Miriam  Ann 
Allen  by  Elder  Calvin  G.  Webb.  Elder 
Herman  N.  Buhler  bestowed  the  name  of 
Ernest  John  Siems  upon  the  son  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Henry  Siems.  Due  to  an  over- 
sight during  recent  months  we  would  like 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  tell  that  the 
infant  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Lionel  Bibb 
of  Sea  Point  was  given  the  name  of  Alan 
William  Gordon  Bibb  on  September  21st, 
1947- 

Brother  John  C.  Harrison  is  visiting  in 
Mowbray  and  Cape  Town  from  the  Brad- 
ford Branch,  Leeds  District,  Yorkshire, 
England.  Brother  Harrison  came  to  this 
land  to  improve  his  health.  He  plans  to 
visit  various  cities  throughout  the  Union. 
A  Scavenger  Hunt  was  held  on  April  27th 
by  the  Mowbray  M.I. A.  A  large  crowd 
enjoyed  the  fun  and  activity.  The  three 
holidays  during  May  provided  three  enjoy- 
able group  picnics  for  the  Mowbray 
Branch.  The  departure  of  Elder  and  Sister 
Poulter  on  May  21st  left  an  opening  for 
two  Missionaries  in  Paarl.  Elders  Robert 
B.  Herzog  and  Kenneth  R.  Curtis  have 
been  transferred  to  Paarl  and  have  resumed 
missionary  activities  in  that  area.  Elder 
J.  Clyde  Goodman  has  been  assigned  to 
labour  in  the  Gardens  area  with  Elder 
Robert  C.  Taylor.  Elders  Kenneth  H. 
Mitchell  and  Stewart  H.  Parker  are  labour- 
ing in  Pinelands.  Elder  J.  Richard  Clarke 
(Contiuued  ou  page  08.) 
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THE   WORD   OF   WISDOM 

By  KDLKR  MARRINKR  K.  NORR. 


^\  NK  hundred  and  fifteen  years  ago,  the 
^^  Lord  revealed  through  the  Prophet 
Joseph  vSniith  the  revelation  known  as  the 
Word  of  Wisdom,  given  for  the  temporal 
salvation  of  the  saints.  It  was  given  with 
the  i)roniise  that  all  those  who  would  obey 
it,  w'ould  receive  physical  health,  endur- 
ance, wisdom,  and  knowledge,  and  that 
the  destroying  angel  of  sicktiess  and  death 
would  pass  by  them. 


Klrler  Mairiiioi    K.  Noir. 

The  revelation  came  in  answer  to  an 
inquiry  of  the  Prophet  concerning  the  use 
of  tobacco.  A  number  of  the  early  con- 
verts, including  some  \\ho  had  been  called 
into  the  higher  councils  of  the  Church, 
used  it.  Such  habits  as  this  seemed  to  be 
out  of  harmony  with  the  nature  of  the  work 
entrusted  to  the  Church,  and  especially  was 
it  out  of  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the 
occasion  to  have  the  council  rooms  of  the 
Priesthood  filled  with  the  odour  of  tobacco 
smoke. 

It  was  the  practice  of  the  Prophet  to  lay 
all  such  matters  before  the  Lord,  and  in 
answer  to  his  question  concerning  tobacco, 
he  received  a  revelation  covering  the  whole 
field  of  human  nutrition. 

Although  the  Word  of  Wisdom  was  not 
given  "by  commandment  or  constraint,,' 
the  Lord  stated  that  it  was  His  will  that 


we  should  obey  it.  Those  who  do  not,  are 
not  considered  worthy  to  hold  offices  in 
the  Church. 

In  this  revelation  we  are  advised  to  : 

1 .  Kat  liberally  of  all  wholesome  fruits  and 
vegetables,   each  in   its  season. 

2.  Eat  meat  sparingly,  chiefly  in  cold 
weather  and  in  times  of  famine. 

3.  Eat  liberally  of  whole  grains,  especially 
wheat,  which  is  the  best  grain  for  man. 

4.  Abstain  from  the  use  of  alcoholic  bever- 
ages, tobacco,  and  "hot  drinks."  "Hot 
drinks"  have  been  defined  by  Joseph 
Smith  and  Brigham  Young  as  tea  and 
cof¥ee.  More  recently,  Elder  John  A. 
Widtsoe  has  suggested  that  'hot  drinks" 
may  be  defined  as,  all  beverages,  regard- 
less of  temperature,  that  contain  any 
stimulating   substances. 

5.  Avoid  the  use  of  refined  foods  (white 
flour,  refined  sugar,  etc.). 

All  those  who  have  obeyed  these  princi- 
ples have  received  the  blessings  promised 
by  the  Lord.  Statistics  show  that  the 
Latter  Day  Saints,  as  a  group,  have  con- 
siderably better  health  than  their  fellow 
countrymen.  Not  only  do  they  have 
greater  immunity  to  infectious  diseases 
such  as  tuberculosis,  but  also  to  such  ail- 
ments as  cancer  and  heart  disease.  Unfor- 
tunately, however,  the  last  two  are  on  the 
increase. 

As  good  as  our  health  may  be,  there  is 
room  for  considerable  improvement.  We 
are  only  receiving  a  part  of  the  blessings 
promised  in  this  revelation,  and  this  is 
because  we  are  only  living  a  portion  of  it. 
If  each  member  would  live  full)'  the 
principles  outlined  in  the  Word  of  Wisdom, 
the  Latter  Day  Saints  would  have  nearly 
perfect  health. 

Consciously,  many  of  us  have  felt  that 
we  were  obeying  the  Word  of  Wisdom 
completely  by  merely  abstaining  from  tea, 
cofifee,    tobacco,    and   alcoholic    beverages. 
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However,  the  "do's"  are  just  as  important 
as  the  "don'ts."  It  is  just  as  necessary  to 
eat  the  proper  foods  needed  for  bodily 
health  as  to  abstain  from  those  that  are 
harmful. 

When  this  revelation  was  received  very 
little  was  known,  from  a  scientific  point  of 
view,  of  the  elements  of  proper  nutrition. 
Since  that  time,  however,  numerous  inves- 
tigators have  studied  the  effects  of  various 
foods  and  other  substances  on  the  human 
body,  and  the  facts  that  have  been  un- 
covered have  added  proof  on  proof  of  the 
validity  of  the  Word  of  Wisdom. 

From  very  early  times  the  evil  effects 
of  the  excessive  use  of  alcohol  have  been 
observed.  In  recent  years,  scientists  have 
shown  that  under  its  influence,  the  will 
power  is  reduced  and  the  mental  processes 
slowed  down.  Also,  it  reduces  the  power 
of  co-ordination  betwen  the  body  and  the 
brain.  It  predisposes  to  cancer,  cirrhosis 
of  the  liver,  and  arterial  and  kidney 
diseases.  The  death  rate,  even  among 
moderate  drinkers,  is  higher  than  among 
teetotallers. 

Tobacco  has  been  shown  to  contain,  or 
produce  when  "smoked",  several  sub- 
stances harmful  to  the  body.  Its  use  tends 
to  slow  do\\n  the  mental  processes,  and,  to 
an  extent,  it  also  weakens  the  will.  Cancer 
of  the  lip,  mouth,  throat,  and  stomach  may 
result  from  its  use.  On  the  average, 
smokers  have  more  and  worse  colds,  and 
they  do  not  live  as  long  as  non-smokers. 

Coffee,  tea,  and  the  cola  drinks  have  been 
found  to  contain  the  drug,  caffeine,  in 
quantities  large  enough  to  be  harmful  to 
the  body.  Caffeine  is  habit-forming  and 
tends  to  stimulate  the  heart  and  the  mental 
processes.  It  produces  insomnia  and 
nervousness  and  irritates  the  kidneys. 

Tea  also  contains  tannic  acid  which  acts 
as  an  astringent  on  the  lining  of  the 
stomach  and  intestines. 

A  drug  similar  to  caft'eine,  theobromine, 
occurs  in  cocoa. 

Refined  foods  such  as  white  flour  and 
refined  sugar  have  been  found  to  have  a 
detrimental  effect  on  the  body.     Their  ex- 


cessive use  may  be  a  contributing  cause  of 
heart  disease  and  diabetes. 

The  Word  of  Wisdom  advises  us  to  eat 
plenty  of  fresh,  wholesome  fruits  and  vege- 
tables. In  recent  years  these  foods  have 
been  found  to  be  excellent  sources  of  vita- 
mins and  minerals,  which  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  good  health. 

Excessive  meat  eating  has  been  found  to 
cause  constipation  and  intestinal  putrifac- 
tion.  Its  excessive  use  also  tends  to  reduce 
the  intake  of  other  needed  foods. 

It  has  also  been  sho^\tl  that  wheat,  be- 
cause of  its  chemical  structure,  is  the  grain 
best  suited  for  the  needs  of  man. 

Thus,  in  the  years  since  it  was  received, 
careful  scientific  studies  have  confirmed 
the  principles  outlined  in  the  Word  of 
Wisdom . 

"And  all  saints  who  remember  to  keep 
and  do  these  sayings,  walking  in  obedience 
to  the  commandments,  shall  have  health 
in  their  navel  and  marrow  to  their  bones ; 
and  shall  find  wisdom  and  great  treasures 
of  knowledge,  even  hidden  treasures ;  and 
shall  run  and  not  be  weary,  and  shall  walk 
and  not  faint.  And  I,  the  Lord,  give  unto 
them  a  promise,  that  the  destroying  angel 
shall  pass  by  them,  as  the  children  of 
Israel,   and  not  slay  them.     Amen." 

(Doctrine  and  Covenants  89:   1S-21). 

What  the  Church  Means  to  Me. — From  page  .jO. 

God  is  like,  of  His  love,  mere}-,  and 
patience  with  His  children  here  on  earth 
and  the  wonderful  plan  of  life  and  salva- 
tion He  has  prepared  for  us. 

I  know  that  this  is  the  true  Church.  I 
know  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet  of 
God  and  that  if  we  live  righteously  and 
endure  to  the  end  we  shall  inherit  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  Our  Church  teaches  so 
manj'  beautiful  principles  to  make  upright 
men  and  women.  What  more  can  anj'one 
ask  of  life  here  upon  the  earth  ? 

I  hope  and  pray  that  each  and  everyone 
of  us  will  tr}'  to  let  the  Church  mean  every- 
thing in  the  world.  I  do  this  humbly  in 
Jesus  name.  Amen. 
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A    New    Witness    for    the    Bible 


By  ALMA  vSONNK. 


MKMBERvS  of  the  Church  are  frequently 
told  that  the  Book  of  Mormon  is 
superfluous  and  unnecessary  ;  that  it  serves 
no  purpose  in  view  of  the  Bible  which  is 
generally  accepted  by  Christian  people.  In 
answer  to  this  objection  one  is  prompted  to 
ask,  Is  the  Bible  a  sufficient  religious 
guide?  If  so,  why  are  there  so  many  con- 
tending sects  and  what  is  the  reason  for 
the  diverse  interpretations  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures? 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  is  stated  by  the  Prophet  Ezekiel 
when  he  refers  to  "the  stick  of  Kphraim" 
w  hich  is  to  come  forth  and  which  is  to  be 
joined  with  "the  stick  of  Judah''  that  "they 
shall  be  one  in  mine  hand."  (Ezekiel 
37:  16-20.) 

The  implication  is  clear  that  the  stick 
of  Ephraim,  or  Joseph,  which  is  the  Book 
of  Mormon  is  to  sustain  the  Bible,  which 
is  the  stick  of  Judah,  as  to  its  divine 
authenticity  and  teaching.  One  is  to  be  a 
testimony  as  to  the  trustworthiness  and 
reliability  of  the  other.  One  corroborates 
and  confirms  the  other.  The  Bible,  in 
these  days  of  endless  research,  investiga- 
tion and  speculation,  surely  needs  such 
confirmation.  Its  messages,  once  consid- 
ered sacred  and  binding  upon  humanity, 
are  disregarded,  explained  away  and  torn 
asunder.  Some  of  them  have  been  set 
aside  as  obsolete  and  unsuited  for  modern 
application. 

Religious  teachers  and  men  in  priestly 
callings  are  making  daily  compromises 
with  worldly  learning.  Many  of  them  are 
no  longer  defenders  of  the  Bible  as  the 
word  of  God.  Apparently  they  have  for- 
gotten the  admonition  of  the  great  apostle 
when  he  wrote,  ''the  natural  man  receiveth 
not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God  :  for 
they  are  foolishness  unto  him ;  neither  can 
he  know  them  because  they  are  spiritually 
discerned."  I  Cor.  2  :i4.  In  other  words, 
the  things  of  God  are  understood  only  by 
the   Spirit   of   God. 


The  Book  of  Mormon  proclaims  the  div- 
inity of  Christ's  mission.  It  reaffirms  His 
deityship  and  establishes  with  additional 
testimony  the  claims  of  the  ancient  apostles 
and  writers  of  the  New  Testament  respect- 
ing the  resurrection,  the  atonement  and 
the  principles  and  ordinances  of  the  gospel. 
It  clarifies  the  teachings  of  the  Master  and 
His  representatives  as  they  sojourned 
among  men. 

Indeed,  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  a  new 
witness  for  Jesus  Christ  to  the  world.  It 
is  revealed  knowledge  concerning  the  im- 
mortality of  the  soul,  the  purpose  of  man's 
existence  upon  the  earth,  the  meaning  and 
significance  of  life  and  the  steps  and  pro- 
cedures by  which  man  can  attain  eternal 
exaltation.  It  is  an  answer  to  the  con- 
troversies of  past  centuries  Avliich  have 
shaken  and  disrupted  the  Christian 
churches.  It  is  an  authoritative  explana- 
tion of  scriptural  teachings  which  have 
baffled  the  most  learned  among  men. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  unfolds  the  deal- 
ings of  God  with  ancient  races  which  flour- 
ished and  faded  on  the  western  hemisphere. 
It  explains  the  causes  of  their  downfall 
and  brings  to  light  the  everlasting  truths 
that  are  vital  to  man's  growth  and  develop- 
ment. It  discloses  the  results  of  apostacy 
and  disobedience  and  sets  forth  in  under- 
standable language  the  doctrines  and  pat- 
terns of  Christ's  Church  and  the  standards 
of  living  advocated  and  approved  in  the 
primitive  church  established  in  Asia  and 
America.  Finally,  it  is  a  book  of  prophe- 
cies to  guide  mankind  in  the  journey  of 
life. 

Mission'  News. — From  page  55. 
left  Cape  Town  on  Tuesday,  June  2nd, 
for  assignment  at  Ramah  in  Johannesburg. 
We  wish  all  the  newdy  assigned  and  trans- 
ferred Elders  the  blessings  of  our  Father 
in  Heaven.  Brother  Peter  Gilmore,  of 
Kenil worth,  travelled  to  Johannesburg  on 
June  2nd  and  from  there  he  wall  fly  by  air- 
plane to  England  for  a  short  visit. 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

July,    1948 


Sacrament  Cem. 

Purify  our  hearts  our  Saviour 

Let  us  go  not  far  astray, 
That  we  may  be  counted  worthy, 

Of  Thy  Spirit,  day  by  day. 

Gospel  Doct-rinc. 

If  a  man  say,  I  love  God,  and  hateth  his 
brother,  he  is  a  liar :  for  he  that  loveth  not 
his  brother  whom  he  hath  seen,  how  can  h" 
love   God  whom  he  hath   not  seen  ? 

1  John  4:20. 

Gospel  Message. 

Though  he  were  a  Son,  yet  learned  h-^ 
obedience  by  the  things  which  he  suffered ; 
and  being  made  perfect,  he  became  the 
author  of  eternal  salvation  unto  all  them 
that  obey  him.       Hebrews  5:8-9. 

Seniors. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  I,  Nephi,  said 
unto  my  father :  I  w'll  go  and  do  the  things 
which  the  Lord  hath  commanded,  for  T 
know  that  the  Lord  giveth  no  command- 
ments unto  the  children  of  men,  save  he 
shall  prepare  a  way  for  them  that  they  may 
accomplish  the  thing  which  he  commanded 
them.       1  Nephi  3:7. 

Juniors. 

Prove  all  things;  hold  fast  that  which  is 
good.       1  Thessalonians  5:2L 

Intermediate  Class. 

Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart :  for  they 
shall  see  God.       Matthew  5:8. 

Primary. 

Eemember  the  sabbath  day,  to  keep  it 
holy.       Exodus  20:8. 

Kindergarten. 

Thank  you  for  the  world  so  sweet. 
Thank  you  for  the  food  we  eat. 
Thapk  you  for  the  birds  that  sing. 
Thank  you,  God,  for  everything. 
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Ida  G.  Sharp 

DELICIOUS   APPLE   PUDDING. 
^  cup  shortening. 
1  unbeaten  egg. 
1  cup  sugar. 
1  cup  flour. 
^  teaspoon  cinnamon. 
I  teaspoon  nutmeg. 

1  teaspoon  bicarbonate  of  soda. 

2  or  3  cups  raw  apple  diced  or  grated. 
^  teaspoon  salt. 

Method  of  mixing. 
Cream  the  sugar  and  shortening  well, 
then  add  the  unbeaten  egg.  Mix  the  flour, 
spices  and  salt  and  add.  Now  add  the 
apples.  Dissolve  the  soda  in  a  little  cold 
water,  about  one-quarter  cup  and  add  to 
the  mixture.  Pour  in  greased  pari  and 
bake  one  hour  at  300°. 

Serve  with  plain  or  whipped  cream  or 
custard.  If  served  hot  a  piece  of  butter 
is  very  nice  on  it.  This  amount  serves 

from  6  to  8  servings. 

What  the  Church  Means  to  Me From  page  5'2. 

tion,  the  Church  of  Christ,  restored  to  us 
in  these  latter  days  through  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  by  the  Almighty  power  of 
God.  I  know  Joseph  Smith  to  be  a  chosen 
and  true  prophet  in  this  dispensation  of 
time. 

What  tremendous  joy  and  hope  is  ours 
if  we  but  keep  the  commandments,  and 
remain  faithful  and  endure  to  the  very  end. 
With  all  my  being  and  strength  I  thank 
my  Heavenly  Father  for  my  membership 
in  this  Church,  and  for  the  joy,  peace, 
strength  and  courage  and  the  many  bless- 
ings that  have  been  mine.  I  pray  sincerely 
that  my  testimony  will  always  grow 
stronger  and  I  remain  faithful. 

I  do  this  in  the  name  of  His  Beloved 
Son,  Jesus  Christ,   Amen. 
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The  Father  and  the  Son From  i)af^e  49. 

us  the  Father?  ...  I  go  unto  my  Father." 
(John  14:  6,  9,  12). 

Later,  on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  he 
declared  : 

"I  have  kept  my  Father's  command- 
ments,  and  abide  in  his  love.  ...  I  come 
forth  from  the  Father,  and  am  come  into 
the  world  :  again,  1  leave  the  world,  and 
go  to  the  Father."     (John  15:  10;  10:  28). 

And  in  the  great  prayer  before  Gethse- 
mane  he  declared  of  the  oneness  of  those 
who  believed,  as  he  had  declared  many 
times  of  the  oneness  of  the  Father  and 
himself : 

"Neither  pray  I  for  these  alone,  but  for 
them  also  which  shall  believe  on  me 
through  their  word  ;  that  they  all  may  be 
one;  as  thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in 
thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us  .  .  . 
that  they  may  be  one,  even  as  we  are  one", 
(John  17:  20=22) — one  in  purpose,  one  in 
will,  one  in  faith,  one  in  obedience,  one  in 
service,  one  in  righteousness,  but  different 
personalities. 

In  the  early  morning,  standing  before 
Caiaphas,  the  High  Priest,  who  adjured 
him  to  tell : 

"Art  thou  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the 
Blessed",  Jesus  said,  "I  am:  and  ye  shall 
see  the  Son  of  man  sitting  on  the  right 
hand  of  power,  and  coming  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven."  (Mark  14:  61^62;  Matt  26: 
64). 

In  Gethsemane,  Jesus,  leaving  the  rest  of 
the  apostles,  drew  apart  with  Peter,  James 
and  John,  and  then  asking  them  to  tarry 
and  watch,  he  "exceeding  sorrowful,  even 
unto  death",  (Matt.  26:  38),  went  on  a 
stone's  cast  and,  falling  on  his  face,  prayed 
in  agony  while  "his  sweat  was  as  it  were 
great  drops  of  blood  falling  down  to  the 
ground",  (Luke  22  :  44).  "O  my  Father, 
if  it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me  : 
nevertheless  not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou 
wilt."    (Matt.    26:    39).     Thrice   repeating 


the  prayer,  and  thrice  returning  to  Peter, 
James  and  John,  he  found  them  sleeping 
each  time;  "What,  could  ye  not  watch 
with  me  one  hour?"  But  though  they 
watched  not,  an  angel  came  from  heaven, 
to  strengthen  him.  (Matt.  26:  34-46; 
Mark  14  :  32-42  ;  Luke  22  :  40-46;  John  18  : 
1-2). 

Then,  on  the  cross,  when  the  lees  of 
life  was  ebbing  away,  and  mortal  strength 
had  almost  gone,  he  cried  out  in  the  words 
pre-voiced  by  the  inspired  psalmist  a  full 
millennium  before,  "My  God,  my  God, 
why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?"  (Matt.  27: 
46-47;  Mark  15:  34-35).  So  questioned 
the  Son  of  the  Father  as  the  darkness  of 
mortal  death  blinded  his  eyes. 

All  these  are  not  the  outcries  in  prayer 
of  a  mighty  soul  in  divine  agony  to  an 
immense,  formless,  impersonal,  spiritual 
essence,  without  body,  without  parts,  with- 
out passions.  These  are  the  heart  outpour- 
ings of  a  loving  Son,  weighted  with  the  sins 
of  man,  to  a  divine  Father,  who  knew,  who 
suffered  when  the  Son  suffered,  who  loved 
his  Only  Begotten  as  only  God  can  love ; 
a  Father  who  had  mercy ;  a  Father  in 
whose  image  and  likeness  the  Son  was ;  a 
Father  who  could  speak  and  answer  back, 
who  could  give  aid  and  succour  to  a  Son 
in  distress  as  he  had  done  time  and  time 
again  during  the  Son's  mission  on  earth. 
The  person  Son  was  beseeching  the  person 
Father  for  help,  and  the  Father  gave  that 
help  to  the  full,  not  for  the  lessening  of  the 
mortal  agony  of  the  Son,  as  might  seem 
from  the  prayer  in  Gethsemane,  such  les- 
sening was  neither  asked  for  nor  given,  it 
was  a  call  for  aid  to  the  fulfilling  of  his 
mission — the  making  of  the  great  atone- 
ment for  Adam's  Fall,  thus  bringing  to 
every  one  of  God's  children  born  on  the 
earth,  the  power  to  overcome  mortal  death 
and  gain  the  destiny  of  a  resurrection. 

May  God  give  to  each  of  us  on  our  way 
to  immortality  and  eternal  life  the  necessary 
testimony  that  we  are  in  his  image  and 
likeness,  I  pray,  in  the  Son's  name,  Amen. 
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